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the Chalukyas of Vengi or the Reddis were only splinter lines of major
dynasties of Satavahanas. the Chaiukyas of Badami and the Kakatiyas re-
spectively with their power centres outside the region. Though these minor
rulers were spectacular contributors to the rich cultural heritage of the
Telugu-speaking people, they were politically insignificant in an empire
building and never found it necessary or worth while, any territorial expan-
sion into the hinterland. On the other hand, the coastal power involved in
personal rivalry based on vanity, jealousy and false prestiges and mutual
bickerings often resulting into cut-throat intemecenary war among them-
selves or giving way to an adventurer from the hinter-land. Further the
political history of the region testifies the prevalence of chaotic situation
during the interval of two succeeding empires from outside the region, one
receding while the other was emerging.
The rise of lesser kingdoms like Iksvakus, Vishunukundins, Bnhatpa-
laynas and Anandagotrajas between the Satavahana and the Chalukya
empires and similar political situation between the Kakatiyas and the Vijay-
anagara empires stand enough testimony to the political dynamics of the
region suggesting an inbuilt mechanism with disintegrating forces operating
through the successive empires by cutting short the life of one and preparing
a favourable ground for the other. To understand these dynamics, an
objective analyses of the political conditions between any two empires gain
significance and such study may reveal a fascinating account of the impaci
of ebbs and tides on coastal plains not only from the sea but from the
hinterland, as well.
While all the periods of interregnum between two successive major
kingdoms or empires as the case may be from the Satavahanas down to that
of the Mughals are seemingly similar in the Andhra country only varying in
the efficacy of governance or span of control, the gap between the Mughals
and the British offers uniqueness in the sense that the British power sought
lo setting its feet on the coast as a superior maritime power and to pressing
the native ruler, the Nizam, to pull himself out of the coastal plains and
thereby entenching himself in a land-locked country. Besides this, the British
rule on the coastal Andhra had a fairly long spell with an unusual political
stability in the region supported by a well organised administrative machinery.
Therefore,, the present study is an attempt (i) to analyse the political
conditions of Andhracour^
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